Distribution and excretion of capsular antigen after immunization with Haemophilus influenzae type b polysaccharide-Neisseria meningitidis outer membrane protein conjugate vaccine.
The occurrence of Haemophilus influenzae type b capsular polysaccharide antigenemia and antigenuria following immunization was studied in 48 healthy 2-month-old infants. Each received a conjugate vaccine consisting of H. influenzae type b capsular polysaccharide covalently linked to Neisseria meningitidis serotype b outer membrane protein at 2 and 4 months of age. Infants were alternated at enrollment for collection of blood and urine after either the first or second dose. Specimens were obtained "early" (2-3 days) after immunization and "late" (7 days) after immunization and assayed for antigen. Antigen was detected in the serum of 3 (6%) of 48 infants, uniformly in the "early" specimen obtained after the first dose of vaccine. Antigenuria occurred in 37 (80%) of 46 infants; for greater than or equal to 7 days in 12 (26%). Antigenuria was frequent after administration of the vaccine but antigenemia was not. These data should be considered in the evaluation of an infant with suspected H. influenzae type b invasive disease.